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SUBJECT: QUIET WEEKEND, YET HEIGHTENED APPREHENSION 
1. WEEKEND OF SEPT. 27-28 PASSED WITHOUT INCIDENT 
INITIATED BY EITHER EPMG OR PRONT (ELP/PLP), CAPPING WEEK 
OP RELATIVE CALM AND QUIET. MESKAL CELEBRATION HELD IN 
QUEEN OP SHEBA STADIUM, ATTENDED BY CONSULAR CORPS, 
WAS PRESIDED OVER BY VICE ADMINISTRATORS HID AD AND 
TESPALIDAD, WITH NO MAJOR EPMG MILITARY LEADER PRESENT. 
CEREMONY WAS BRIEF AND VERY SUBDUED, WITH LESS THAN 
2,000 SPECTATORS (OP WHICH PULLY ONE-QUARTER WERE 
SECURITY PORCES) IN ATTENDANCE. IT IS OBVIOUS EPMG 
WAS DETERMINED TO CONDUCT THIS TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS 
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RITE, BUT WITH MINIMUM FANPARE AND MAXIMUM SECURITY. 
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2. IN THE ABSENCE OF GEN. GETACHEW, WHO WAS REPORTED 
TO HAVE BEEN IN ADDIS NOW OVER ONE WEEK, SITUATION IN 
THE ASMARA AREA HAS BEEN INORDINATELY QUIET. ON SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, SEPT. 28, EPMG PUT TOGETHER AD HOC SHOW OF 
FORCE ON ASMARA MAIN STREET UTILIZING SIX M-41 TANKS 
NEWLY ARRIVED FROM MASSAWA WHICH WERE FOLLOWED BY 
EIGHT APC'S. SIMULTANEOUSLY, SEVERAL T-28 AIRCRAFT AND 

A HELICOPTER REPEATEDLY FLEW LOW AND NOISILY OVER THE 
CITY DURING LATE AFTERNOON. PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATION 
OF STRENGTH IS UNCLEAR, OTHER THAN GENERAL INTIMIDATION 
OF POPULACE. 

3. LOCAL LULL, RATHER THAN EASING ATMOSPHERE OF 
TENSION, IS TENDING TO HEIGHTEN FEARS OF LOCAL 
RESIDENTS THAT EITHER EPMG OR FRONT IS REGROUPING FOR 
RENEWED ACTIVITIES. 
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